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What's large, white, male and lives in rural Alberta? 
Danielle Smith's new provincial cabinet. 
The premier has constructed the best provincial cabinet for Alberta - if this were 1960. 


What we have instead is not an executive council that reflects the Alberta of 2023, one that is diverse, urban and 
has more women than men. 


Smith, of course, argues, as she did Friday afternoon, her new cabinet "represents all Albertans in all of our 
diversity." 


But it's a cabinet with just five women among 20 men. Of the 25 ministers, 16 come from outside the major cities of 
Edmonton and Calgary, including Smith herself. Speaking of Edmonton, all 20 of the city's ridings went NDP, so 
Smith has no one from Edmonton in cabinet. Because the United Conservative Party fared so badly in Calgary 
election night, just nine ministers are from Cowtown. And it's a cabinet that's pretty much a sea of white faces. 


Smith built her cabinet out of the materials provided by the May 29 election. This is a cabinet that might not reflect 
Alberta as a whole, but it accurately reflects the Alberta that supported Smith and the UCP. 


Smith, obviously aware of the imbalance, made a point of singling out her choice for justice minister, Calgary's 
Mickey Amery, as "an historic appointment as it is the first time Alberta has a justice minister of the Muslim faith." 


It's also a remarkably large cabinet. More than half of the UCP's caucus is in cabinet. That's because while the 
UCP lost 14 seats on May 29, Smith has only cut two cabinet positions. 


She might be a libertarian when it comes to talking about small government, but she has delivered what might be 
the largest cabinet in Alberta history when it comes to a percentage of caucus. 


Smith says having a multitude of ministers focusing on specific issues means things will get done more quickly. It 
might also mean ministers who ran against her for the UCP leadership last year will be too busy to plot a coup. 
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One of those competitors is Brian Jean, who after failing twice to seize control of the UCP, might be too 
discouraged to try again. He is the new minister of energy. It is not a surprising choice given that Jean, who 
represents the oilsands capital of Fort McMurray, is a fierce proponent of the oil and gas industry. 


He'll happily be Smith's proxy in her non-stop war against the federal government's climate action plan that 
includes a cap on emissions from the energy sector. 


Perhaps proving a counterbalance to Jean's combative stance is Smith's decision to name Rebecca Schulz - 
another leadership contender - as minister of the environment. As children's services minister in Jason Kenney's 
government, Schulz has a track record of working co-operatively with the federal government over the $10-a-day 
child-care deal. 


Then again, environment ministers in Alberta have always played second fiddle to energy. 


Climate change is not exactly top of the Alberta government's list of things to fight. Over the past few days, when 
pressed by journalists, Smith refused to acknowledge the wildfires that have ripped through northern Alberta (as 
well as many parts of Canada) are in any way tied to human-made climate change, as experts keep telling us. 


While speaking with Edmonton-based talk show host Ryan Jespersen on Thursday, Smith went into conspiracy 
mode, as she is wont to do, by suggesting many of the fires might have been set deliberately. "We are bringing in 
arson investigators from outside the province," said Smith, who also refused to acknowledge Jesperson's point that 
arson wouldn't account for the massive size of many wildfires. 


It would seem Smith still has a tendency to be her worst enemy. Just the other day, she created controversy by 
saying she would create a "council" of defeated UCP candidates in Edmonton to give her advice on local issues. An 
annoyed Edmonton Mayor Amarjeet Sohi shot back saying she should ask the elected city council for advice, while 
the NDP reminded Smith the city has 20 elected MLAs. 


Smith has since backed down, saying she will indeed rely on feedback from the city council, as well as her own 
Edmonton-based staff and cabinet ministers representing three ridings in the Edmonton region. 


Smith insists she will run a competent and reasonable government and proffers the cabinet as proof. It certainly 
isn't an exciting cabinet - but that's probably the point. 


And much like her election campaign, she continues to try to distance herself from contentious issues and 
comments from the not-so-distant past when she was pandering to right-wing groups, notably Take Back Alberta, 
that helped undermine Premier Kenney last year. 

In some encouraging signs, no UCP candidates with ties to the group were elevated to cabinet. 

Interestingly, one UCP candidate, Jason Nixon, who was a top lieutenant to Kenney and thus targeted by Take 
Back Alberta (and dropped from cabinet last October by Smith), managed to survive a nomination battle, get re- 
elected and was promoted back to cabinet by Smith. 


Of course, a skeptic might say after losing six cabinet ministers Smith was desperate for ministers with experience. 


And now she has to rely on a new cabinet - so reminiscent of days-gone-by cabinets - to guide an energy-reliant 
Alberta into an uncertain future. 
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